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ANNUAL  MEETING  : 
Last  Wednesday  in  April. 


QUARTERLY  MEETINGS  : 

Last  Wednesdays  in  July,  October  and  January. 


HISTORICAL. 


At  ii  special  meeting  of  the  Physicians  of  Lowell, 
held  March  8,  1831),  the  same  being  subsequent  to  a 
succession  of  meetings,  it  was  voted  to  form  the  Lowell 
Medical  Association,  and  on  March  20,  1839,  a  series  of 
Rules  and  Regulations,  together  with  a  Code  of  Medical 
Police,  were  adopted. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Councillors  of  the 
Ma  ssachusetts  Medical  Society,  held  in  Boston,  May  30, 
1844,  “  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  of  Lowell,  presented  the 
request  of  a  Committee  of  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  resident  in  the  northerly  section  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  that  the ’Councillors  would  issue  a 
charter  for  the  establishment  of  a  District  Medical 
Society.’’  “  This  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Dalton  and  Green  of  Lowell,  and 
Ilowe,  of  Billerica.”  At  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
Councillors,  held  October  2,  1844,  the  favorable  report 
presented  by  the  above  named  Special  Committee  was 
adopted,  and  it  was  voted :  “  That  a  charter  be  granted 
for  a  District  Medical  Society,  in  conformity  with  the 
above  report.' ' 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Lowell.  November  2,  1844, 
and  attended  by  the  Physicians  of  the  following-named 
places :  Lowell,  Billerica,  Ashby,  Townsend.  Peppered, 
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Dunstable,  Groton,  Shirley,  Tyngsborough,  Chelmsford, 
Carlisle,  Littleton,  Dracut,  Tewksbury,  Concord  and 
Acton,  it  was  voted,  “  That  a  charter  be  accepted  from 
the  State  Society  for  the  organization  of  a  District 
Society”;  it  was  also  voted,  “That  the  Physicians 
included  in  the  several  towns  heretofore  specified, 
organize  and  form  themselves  into  a  District  Society.” 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  November  16,  1844, 
it  was  voted  “  That  the  Society  be  called  the  Middlesex 
District  Medical  Society,”  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected  by  ballot : 

President :  Nehemiah  Cutter,  of  Pepperell. 

Vice-President :  Elisha  Huntington,  of  Lowell. 

Secretary :  John  D.  Pillsbury,  of  Lowell. 

Treasurer :  Jeremiah  P.  Jewett,  of  Lowell. 

Librarian  :  Isaac  W.  Scribner,  of  Lowell. 

Standing  Committee :  Augustus  Pierce,  of  Tyngs¬ 
borough,  Elisha  Huntington,  of  Lowell,  Harlin  Pillsbury, 
of  Lowell. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  May  21,  1845, 
and  all  the  officers  were  re-elected,  excepting  that  on 
the  Standing  Committee,  the  name  of  David  Wells,  of 
Lowell,  was  substituted  for  that  of  Augustus  Pierce, 
deceased.  At  this  meeting  Councillors  were  chosen  as 
follows  : 

John  C.  Dalton,  of  Lowell. 

Nehemiah  Cutter,  of  Pepperell. 

Elisha  Huntington,  of  Lowell. 

Zadoc  Howe,  of  Billerica. 

Harlin  Pillsbury,  of  Lowell. 

Daniel  Mowe,  of  Lowell. 

Peleg  Bradley,  of  Dracut. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Councillors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  held  in  Boston,  October  2,  1850,  “  Dr. 
Reynolds  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Districting  the  State.”  According  to  this  report  “  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County  was  divided  into  three  Districts,  namely  : 

Middlesex  East ,  consisting  of  the  following  towns : 
Woburn,  Winchester,  Stoneham,  Melrose,  South  Reading, 
Reading,  Wilmington  and  Burlington. 

Middlesex  North ,  comprising  all  the  towns  formerly 
included,  with  the  exception  of  the  above  named  towns, 
and  likewise  Stow  and  Concord. 

Middlesex  South ,  consisting  of  Stow  and  Concord, 
and  all  towns  not  included  in  the  other  Districts.”  It 
was  also  “  voted,  that  the  above  Districts  be  established.” 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  North  Dis¬ 
trict  Medical  Society,  held  in  Lowell,  January  29,  1851, 
the  following  were  chosen  as  Censors  : 

Elisha  Huntington,  of  Lowell. 

John  C.  Bartlett,  of  Chelmsford. 

David  Wells,  of  Lowell. 

Amos  B.  Bancroft,  of  Groton. 

Nathan  Allen,  of  Lowell. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

FELLO  AV  SHIP. 

The  Middlesex  North  District  Medical  Society 
shall  consist  of  all  the  Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  residing  in  the  Middlesex  North  Dis¬ 
trict,*  and  none  other.  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XII.) 

ARTICLE  II. 

DUTIES  OF  MEMBERS. 

Every  member  is  expected  to  attend  all  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  this  Society,  and  to  communicate  any  instructive 
case  that  may  occur  in  his  practice,  any  useful  discovery 
that  he  may  make  in  medicine  or  surgery,  or  the 
allied  sciences,  and  any  invention  that  may  have  practi¬ 
cal  application  in  the  same. 

ARTICLE  III. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Every  member  of  this  Society,  unless  honorary  or 
retired,  shall  annually  be  assessed  such  sum  as  the  Coun¬ 
cillors  shall  from  time  to  time  determine  (M.  M.  S.  By- 


*The  District  now  includes  the  following  named  places  :  Acton,  Billerica,  Carlisle, 
Chelmsford,  Dunstable,  Dracut,  Groton,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Pepperell,  Tewksbury, 
Tyngsborough  and  Westford. 
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Law  V) ;  and,  in  addition,  such  sum  as  may  be  authorized 
by  vote  of  this  Society  at  any  stated  meeting,  for  the 
payment  of  its  own  expenses,  in  case  the  reversions  from 
the  State  Society  shall  at  any  time  prove  insufficient  for 
that  purpose. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


ETHICS. 

The  members  of  this  Society  shall,  in  their  relations 
with  each  other,  with  their  patients,  with  the  profession 
at  large  and  the  public,  be  guided  by  the  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 


ARTICLE  V. 

MEETINGS. 

There  shall  be  in  each  year  four  stated  meetings, 
which  shall  be  held  in  Lowell,  at  such  place  as  the 
Society  shall  direct.  Seven  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  a  meeting  from 
time  to  time. 

The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Society,  and,  if 
not  otherwise  ordered,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  April, 
at  four  o’clock,  L\  M.  The-  quarterly  meetings  shall  be 
held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  July,  October  and  Jan¬ 
uary,  at  four  o’clock,  P.  M.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  President,  and  shall  be  called  upon  the 
written  request  of  live  members.  No  business  shall  be 
introduced  or  transacted  at  a  special  meeting,  unless  it 
shall  have  been  announced  either  at  a  previous  stated 
meeting,  or  in  the  notice  which  calls  such  special 
meeting. 
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Meetings  for  scientific  improvement  may  be  held  at 
such  times  and  places  (within  the  District)  as  the  Society 
shall  determine. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

OFFICERS. 

At  the  annual  meeting  there  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot  the  following  officers  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XIII.), 
viz :  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Secretary,  a  Treas¬ 
urer,  a  Librarian,  a  Commissioner  of  Trials,  a  Reporter; 
also  by  ballot  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XIII.  and  Digest  XV.), 
five  Censors,  of  whom  three  at  least  shall  be  re-elected 
from  the  old  board  (M.  M.  S.  Councillors’  Proceedings, 
October  7,  1874),  and  Councillors  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  every  eight  Fellows,  as  nearly  as  may  be.*  (M. 
M.  S.  By-Law  XVII.) 

From  the  Councillors  thus  elected,  the  Society  shall 
select  one  to  be  its  representative  in  the  committee 
which  is  to  nominate  the  officers  of  the  State  Society. 
(M.  M.  S.  Councillors’  Proceedings,  Feb.  4,  1874.) 

ARTICLE  VII. 

DUTIES  OF  TIIE  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings,  and  at 
his  discretion  approve  all  bills  against  the  Society.  At 
each  stated  meeting  he  shall  name  four  alphabetically 
from  the  list  of  members,  two  of  them  as  principals  and 
two  as  substitutes,  each  of  whom  shall  be  prepared  to 
read  at  the  next  stated  meeting  an  original  paper 
upon  some  topic  connected  with  the  practice  of  medicine 


*Tlie  words  in  question  shall  he  held  to  mean  that  whenever  the  number  of  members 
of  a  District  Society  exceeds  a  multiple  of  eight,  such  excess,  provided  that  it  be  not 
less  than  live,  may  be  represented  by  one  Councillor.  (M.  M.  S.  Councillors’  Proceed¬ 
ings,  February  5, 1879.) 
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or  surgery.  lie  shall  also  perform  such  duties  as  may 
devolve  upon  him  as  Vice-President  ex  officio  of  the  State 
Society.  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XXI II.)  In  the  absence  of 
the  President,  the  Vice-President  shall  preside.  If  both 
are  absent,  a  Chairman  shall  he  chosen. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

DUTIES  OK  TIIE  SECRETARY. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Society,  and  read  the  same  upon  due  requisi¬ 
tion.  He  shall  announce  each  meeting  of  the  Society  by 
sending  a  printed  notification  to  every  Fellow.  lie  shall 
give  immediate  notice  to  all  who  shall  receive  any  elec¬ 
tion  or  appointment  in  the  Society.  He  shall  have 
charge  of  all  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Society;  shall 
read  and  answer  all  letters,  communications  and  other 
papers  addressed  to  the  Society,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him,  in  addition  to 
those  which  are  or  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  State  Society  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XV.),. or  by 
any  vote  that  may  be  passed  by  the  said  Society  or  its 
Councillors. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

DUTIES  OF  TIIE  TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  assessments  within 
the  District  as  soon  as  may  be,  make  such  disbursements 
as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Society,  and  pay  such  bills  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  President,  and  keep  an  accurate 
record  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures.  He  shall,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  present  an  exact  report 
of  the  said  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  submit  his  accounts  to 
such  examination  as  the  Society  shall  order.  He  shall  also 
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perform  such  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the 
By-Laws  of  the  State  Society  (M.  M.  S.,  By-Law  XV  I.) 
or  by  any  vote  that  may  be  passed  by  the  said  Society 
or  its  Councillors. 

ARTICLE  X. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

The  Librarian  shall  have  charge  of  all  books,  in¬ 
struments  and  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Society,  care¬ 
fully  arranging  and  registering  the  same,  recording  all 
donations,  putting  up  all  pathological  or  other  specimens 
of  scientific  value  presented  to  the  Society.  Whenever 
he  shall  receive  authentic  information  that  any  publica¬ 
tion  has  been  sent  out  to  the  Fellows  of  the  State 
Society,  he  shall,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  District 
Society,  give  due  notice  of  such  distribution.  (M.  M.  S., 
Councillors’  Proceedings,  June  13,  1870.) 

ARTICLE  XI. 

DUTY  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  TRIALS. 

The  Commissioner  of  Trials,  whenever  called  upon 
by  the  President  of  the  State  Society,  shall  serve  as  a 
member  of  a  Board  of  Trial,  to  try  any  fellow  charged 
with  infraction  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  State  Society. 
(M.  M.  S.,  By-Law,  XXXI.) 

ARTICLE  XII. 

DUTY'  OF  THE  REPORTER. 

The  Reporter  shall  prepare  and  present  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  State  Society,  a  report  on  cases  of 
importance  in  the  District,  the  public  health  thereof,  or 
any  subject  of  local  interest  connected  with  the  practice 
of  medicine  or  surgery.  (M.  M.  S.  Councillors’  Proceed¬ 
ings,  February  3,  1875.) 
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ARTICLE  XIII, 

DUTIES  OF  THE  COUNCILLORS. 

The  Councillors  shall  attend  each  stated  meeting  of 
the  Council  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  State  Society,  and  such  special  meetings  as 
may  he  called  by  the  President,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  are  enumerated  in  Articles  XVIII.  and 
XIX.  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  State  Society. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  CENSORS. 

The  Censors  shall,  according  to  the  rules  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  examine  for 
admission  to  that  Society  such  candidates  residing  within 
the  Middlesex  North  District  as  have  received  the 
education  required,  and  are  otherwise  duly  qualified  for 
examination,  and  none  other.  Their  meetings  *  shall  he 
held  at  I  he  same  /dare  and  on  the  same  day  as  the  stated 
meetings  of  this  District  Society.  Three  Censors  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  and  the  Senior  Censor  shall  preside. 
Lnless  a  quorum  he  present,  no  vote  shall  be  taken 
except  on  the  question  of  adjournment.  Any  meeting 
of  the  Censors,  whether  a  quorum  he  present  or  not,  may 
he  continued  by  adjournment  to  such  time  and  place 
within  the  District  as  may  he  determined  by  the  Censors 
present.  (M.  M.  S.  By-Laws  XX.,  XXI.) 

ARTICLE  XV. 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  CENSORS. 

The  Secretary  of  this  Society  shall  be  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Censors  for  this  District,  and  shall  call  and 
attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  Board.  lie  shall  report 


•  Tlic  Hoard  cannot  advertise  its  meetings  at  tlie  expense  of  t ho  Society,  unless  it  be 
authorized  thereto  l*y  \ote  of  the  Society.  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XX.) 
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all  unexcused  absences  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
Society.  He  shall  keep  a  faithful  record  of  the  meetings 
and  transactions  of  the  Board  in  the  Record  Book  of  this 
Society.  He  shall  obtain  for  successful  candidates,  from 
the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  State  Society,  properly 
prepared  certificates  of  Fellowship,  for  which  he  shall  be 
responsible;  and  shall  personally  see  that  all  the  formal 
requirements  of  the  By-Laws  [I.  and  II.]  of  the  State 
Society  have  been  complied  with  by  each  candidate 
before  giving  the  latter  such  a  certificate.  (M.  M.  S. 
By-Law  XXII.) 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

PRIVILEGES  AND  REQUIREMENTS  OF  TIIE  CENSORS. 

The  Board  of  Censors,  including  the  Secretary, 
shall  receive  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  Society  the 
sum  of  three  dollars  for  each  and  every  candidate  ex¬ 
amined  by  them ;  provided,  however,  that  the  whole 
amount  paid  to  the  Board  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
sixty  dollars  for  any  single  year  ;  and  each  Censor  who 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Board, 
for  which  he  has  been  duly  notified,  without  offering  an 
excuse  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  do 
attend  the  same,  shall  pay  a  line  of  five  dollars  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  Society.  (M.  M.  S.  By-Law  XX.) 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

AMENDMENT  OF  BY-LAWS. 

This  Society  shall,  at  its  discretion,  incorporate  into 
its  By-Laws  as  soon  as  practicable  at  a  stated  meeting, 
by  a  majority  vote  and  without  previous  notice,  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  any  vote  or  resolution  passed  by  the  Councillors 
or  the  State  Society,  and  affecting  the  duties,  rights,  or 
privileges  of  this  Society  or  of  any  of  its  officers. 


13 


Otherwise,  these  By-Laws  may  he  amended  bv  an 
affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
any  stated  meeting ;  provided  that  the  amendment  is 
proposed  in  writing  at  the  previous  stated  meeting,  and 
notice  of  the  same  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  each  member 
of  the  Society. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


1.  Calling  the  meeting  to  order. 

o  o 

2.  Reading,  correction,  and  acceptance  of  the  Secre¬ 

tary’s  record. 

3.  Report  of  the  tibrarian.  i 

4.  Report  of  the  Treasurer.  >  At  the  annual  meeting. 

5.  Election  of  officers.  ) 

6.  Appointment  of  Essayists. 

7.  Unfinished  business. 

8.  New  business. 

9.  Reading  of  appointed  papers  with  discussion  and 

action  thereon. 

10.  Voluntary  communications,  with  discussion  and 

action  thereon. 

11.  Introduction  of  newly-elected  officers. 

12  Adjournment. 


STANDING  VOTES. 


DISTRICT  SOCIETY. 

1.  •  Voted ,  That  at  the  stated  meeting  in  January, 
annually,  there  shall  he  chosen  hy  ballot  (unless  ordered 
differently  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  Fellows 
present)  a  committee  of  five,  who  shall  prepare  a  list  of 
candidates  of  all  the  officers  to  be  chosen  by  the  Society, 
at  the  annual  meeting,  for  the  ensuing  year.  And  the 
chairman  of  said  committee  shall,  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  March  following,  transmit  a  complete 
list  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  forward  a  printed  copy  of  the  same  to  each  member 
of  the  Society,  with  his  notice  for  the  annual  meeting. 
The  Secretary  shall  also  furnish  a  suitable  number  of 
ballots  for  distribution  at  the  meeting  among  the 
Fellows. 

2.  Voted,  That  at  each  annual  meeting,  delegates 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  ten  Fellows,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  may  be  chosen  to  attend  the  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association.  (October  8,  1879.) 

STATE  SOCIETY. 

1.  Voted,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  District 
Societies  be  instructed  to  notify  Delegates  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association  that  they  must  inform  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  State  Society  if  they  intend 
to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  in  order 
that  credentials  may  be  sent  to  them.  (June  13,  1876.) 
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2.  Voted ,  Whenever  a  Fellow  of  this  Society 
owing  more  than  one  assessment  pays  for  one  year  or 
more,  the  payment  or  payments  so  made  shall  be 
invariably  considered  as  for  the  assessments  longest  due, 
and  for  none  others.  (June  13,  1876.) 

3.  Ordered ,  That,  at  the  end  of  the  present  finan¬ 
cial  year  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  (May  31, 
1877),  and  thenceforward  annually,  there  shall  be  set 
aside,  as  a  dividend,  such  portion  of  the  balance  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  Treasury  as  the  Committee  on  Finances,  in 
consultation  with  the  Treasurer,  shall  determine  (subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Council  at  its  annual  meeting),  to 
he  distributed  to  the  several  District  Societies  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  the  annual  assessments  which 
have  been  paid  in  advance  by  the  said  Societies  respect¬ 
ively.  (October  4,  1876.) 


« 


CODE  OF  ETHICS 


OK  TIIK 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Adopted  by  the  Councillors,  Feb.  4,  1880. 


OBJECT  OF  A  CODE  OF  ETHICS. 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  is  designed  to  secure  to  the 
public  a  body  of  well-educated  and  otherwise  trustworthy  physicians. 
Its  code  of  ethics  is  intended  to  furnish  certain  principles  and  rules  of 
action  for  their  guidance  and  convenience. 

ARTICLE  I. 

TIIE  RELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  TO  MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 

A  physician  should  lend  his  influence  to  encourage  sound  medical 
education,  and  to  uphold  in  the  community  correct  views  of  the  powers 
and  tin*  limitations  of  medical  science  and  art. 


ARTICLE  II. 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  TO  MEDICAL  BUSINESS. 

The  professional  success  of  a  practitioner  depends  upon  qualities 
connected  with  his  moral  character,  his  scientific  attainments,  and  also 
his  industry  and  business  talent.  Rut  the  relation  of  practitioners  of 
medicine  to  families  and  households  is  not  like  that  of  tradesmen  to 
their  customers.  The  kind  of  competition  which  might  be  considered 
honorable  in  business  cannot  exist  between  physicians  without  dimin¬ 
ishing  their  usefulness  and  lowering  the  standing  of  the  medical 
profession.  (See  IV.  $  l;  V.  $!■) 


ARTICLE  III. 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  TO  HIS  PATIENTS. 

'fhe  first  duty  of  the  practising  physician  is  to  his  patient,  who  has  a 
right  to  expect  that  his  disease  shall  be  thoroughly  investigated  and 
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skilfully  treated,  with  charitable  consideration  for  his  mental  peculiari¬ 
ties  or  infirmities,  and  in  a  relation  strictly  confidential. 

1,  The  physician  should  not  make  unnecessary  visits.  He  should  neither  permit 
needless  apprehension,  nor  fail  to  give  seasonable  notice  of  danger. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

The  relation  of  tiie  physician  to  other  practitioners  and 

TO  THEIR  PATIENTS. 

In  his  relations  with  another  medical  practitioner  and  his  patients, 
a  physician  should  he  governed  by  strict  rules  of  honor  and  courtesy. 
His  conduct  should  be  such  as,  if  universally  imitated,  would  insure  the 
mutual  confidence  of  all  medical  practitioners. 

The  foregoing  rule  should  be  a  sufficient  guide  of  action.  Some  of  the  following  con¬ 
tingencies  will  illustrate  its  application 

1.  A  physician  should  take  no  step  with  a  view  directly  or  indirectly  to  divert  to 
himself  the  patient  or  practice  of  another  physician. 

2.  If  formally  requested  to  assume  charge  of  a  patient  or  family  usually  attended  by 
another  physician,  he  should  consent  to  do  so  only  after  notifying  the  latter — unless  the 
case  be  one  of  pressing  necessity. 

3.  If  a  physician  is  called  to  a  patient  during  the  temporary  absence  or  illness  of  the 
usual  physician,  or  in  case  of  accident  or  other  emergency,  he  should  direct  that  the  former 
be  sent  for  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  take  charge  of  the  case,  and  should  then  relinquish  it  to 
him.  It  is  generally  agreed,  that,  among  several  physicians  thus  called  he  who  first 
arrives  shall  act,  unless  the  family  designate  another. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  temporary  to  the  usual  physician,  in  the  absence  of  the 
latter,  should  be  written  and  sealed,  and  not  simply  verbal. 


ARTICLE  V. 

THE  RELATIONS  OF  TIIE  PHYSICIAN  TO  QUACKERY. 

In  every  community  there  are  minds  naturally  inclined  to  quackery, 
which  has  nourished  in  every  age.  It  grows  by  being  noticed,  and 
thrives  best  under  opposition.  It  is  commonly  unwise  to  employ  argu¬ 
ment  against  it.  Jiut  a  physician  should  lend  his  influence  to  establish 
a  distinct  line  between  the  regular  practice  of  medicine  and  the  practice 
of  quackery,  and  should  avoid  any  act  which  might  tend  to  weaken  such 
a  distinction  either  in  the  professional  or  in  the  public  mind. 

1.  Thus,  he  should  not  consult  with  an  irregular  practitioner  (see  By-Laws) ;  nor 
countenance  the  use  of  secret  remedies;  nor  be  interested  in  medical  trade-marked 
preparations;  nor  give  certificates  recommending  mineral  waters,  patents,  or  medical 
preparations,  or  the  like ;  nor  give  a  commission  to  an  apothecary,  nor  receive  one  from 
him;  nor  advertise  himself  or  his  practice  in  public  print;  nor  publicly  advertise  advice  or 
medicines  to  the  poor,  etc. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

CONSULTATIONS. 

Consultation  should  be  encouraged  in  cases  of  unusual  responsibility 
or  doubt. 

A  consultation  is  called  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient,  and  to  give 
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him  the  advantage  of  collective  skill.  Should  there  be  a  difference  of 
opinion,  discussion  should  he  temperate,  and  always  confidential. 

A  consulting  physician  should  he  careful  to  say  or  do  nothing  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  patient  or  his  family  in  the  attending 
physician. 

1.  See,  for  guidance  of  a  consultant,  IV.  §  §  1,  2,  3,  4. 

2.  At  a  consultation  punctuality  in  important;  and  non-arrival  within  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  appointed  time  should  be  interpreted  ns  non-attendance. 

3.  For  the  advantage  of  Ur*  patient,  and  for  economy  of  time,  it  is  well  in  a  consulta¬ 
tion  to  observe  a  certain  order  of  business.  The  following  has  been  found  convenient: — 

The  attending  physician,  having  stated  in  general  terms  the  nature  of  the  case,  may 
then  call,  in  turn,  upon  each  consultant,  if  there  be  more  than  one  to  examine  the  patient— 
the  usual  order  being  that  of  seniority.  No  consultant  should  make  an  examination  or 
inquiry  out  of  turn.  On  retiring,  the  attending  physician  may  invite,  in  the  usual  order, 
the  opinion  of  each  consultant,  who  should  not  be  interrupted  while  giving  it;  after 
which  he  may  add  his  own.  In  conclusion  a  course  of  action  maybe  agreed  on,  or  the 
attending  physician  may  in*  left  to  act  at  his  own  discretion. 


ARTICLE  VII. 


FEES. 

A  fee-table  has  a  local  application,  and  is  designed  to  indicate  a  fair 
or  average  amount  due  for  services.  But  if  the  patient  fully  under¬ 
stands  it  beforehand,  a  physician  is  at  liberty  to  place  any  value  he  sees 
fit  upon  his  services.  It  is  then  at  the  patient's  option  to  decline  them 
or  to  pay  the  price.  A  physician  should  be  considerate  of  the  poor. 

i.  A  patient  in  moderate  circumstances  should  not  be  called  on  to  pay  a  fee  unusually 
large  for  Uie  service  rendered,  w  itliout  a  previous  explicit  understanding.  A  physician,  if 
able,  should  offer  to  pay  the  medical  attendant  of  himself  or  his  tamily.  Unless  by  special 
agreement,  a  physician  attending  or  acting  for  another  should  receive  the  fees.  Among 
obstetricians  a  rule  obtains  that  tin*  interval  between  the  birth  of  the  child  and  of  the 
placenta  halves  the  »cr\  ice  and  the  fee.  A  fee  should  lie  charged  for  a  medical  certificate 
or  paper  ol  value  to  the  applicant — connected,  for  example,  with  absence  or  exemption, 
life  insurance,  pension  papers,  etc.,  except  the  usual  certificates  of  vaccination  and 
death. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

SENIORITY. 

Seniority  applies  rather  to  duration  of  practice  at  the  place  in 
question,  than  to  age. 
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Spalding,  Charles  P _ Lowell. 

Stickney,  A.  G . Townsend.  .. 

Stickney,  James  M _ Pepperell. 

Taylor,  Vernon  O . Lowell. 

Trueworthy,  Edwin  W  Lowell. 

Yiles,  Clarence  A . Lowell. 


1882 


1870 


186S 


1877 

1870 


1802 


50 


1840 
1870 
1850 

1807 
1850 
1803 
1803 

1877 

1878 
1847 

1872 
1805 

1808 
1840 
1870 

1842 
1854 

1870 

1877 

1878 

1847 
1840 
1870  \\ 

1873  W 
1800  W 
1875  W 
1840  W 
1852  W 
1840  W 
1840  W 

1843  W 
1847  W 
1850  W 
1852  W 

Ashby,  Townsend  and  Shirley  have  been  in  the  Worcester  North  Idstrict  since  l«C8; 
Ayer  in  Worcester  North  since  1879. 


Chicago. 

(Resigned) . 1878 

Jamaica  Plain. 
Princeton. 


California . 1840 

Syracuse,  N.Y. 
Greenfield. 


1853 


1857 

1870 
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